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2019 is the year of Rembrandt and the Golden Age in Holland. This is because
4 October 2019 is the 350th anniversary of the most celebrated Dutch Master’s
death. Countless activities in cities like The Hague, Leiden, Leeuwarden, and
Amsterdam will occur throughout the year. Experience Holland as it was during
the Golden Age, when Rembrandt lived, with fantastic exhibitions at Museum
De Lakenhal, Fries Museum, Mauritshuis, Museum Het Rembrandthuis, the
Rijksmuseum, and more. Other museums and locations all over Holland will also
devote attention to the Golden Age of Rembrandt and his contemporaries.
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The Rembrandt House Museum
LABoratory Rembrandt
21 Sep 2019 - 16 Feb 2020

The Rembrandt House Museum
Inspired by Rembrandt 100 Years of Collecting 7 June - 1 Sep

Mauritshuis,
Rembrandt and the Mauritshuis,
31 Jan - 15 Sep

Mauritshuis
Nicolaes Maes
17 Oct - 19 Jan
Mauritshuis
Shifting Image: In search of Johan Maurits
4 Apr - 7 July

2019

2020

Rembrandt House Museum
Rembrandt’s Social Network
1 Feb - 19 May
2019

Feb

2020

2019

Fries Museum
Rembrandt & Saskia: Love and Marriage in
the Dutch Golden Age 24 Nov 2018 - 17 Mar 2019

Jan

Rijksmuseum
All the Rembrandts
15 Feb - 10 June

Museum De Lakenhal
Young Rembrandt
3 Nov 2019 - 9 Feb 2020
Rijksmuseum
Long live Rembrandt
15 July - 15 Sep

2020

Nov

Rijksmuseum
Rembrandt-Velázquez
11 Oct - 19 Jan 2020

2019

2020

Amsterdam Museum
Portait Gallery of the Golden Age
ongoing

2020

Haags Historisch Museum
Gloss, glory and misery, Golden Age in The Hague
28 Apr - 8 Sep 2019
Joods Historisch Museum
Rembrandt’s Masterpiece from the Israel Museum
13 Sep - 10 Nov

2019

2020

Frans Hals Museum
Frans Hals and the Moderns
12 Oct 2018 - 10 Feb 2019
Dordrechts Museum,
Work, pray and admire
11 Nov 2018 - 26 May 2019

Museum Prinsenhof
Pieter de Hooch in Delft. From the shadow of Vermeer
11 Oct 2019 - 16 Feb 2020

Amsterdam City Archive
Rembrandt Privé
7 Dec 2018 - 7 Apr 2019
2019

Westfries Museum Hoorn
Cool waters
26 Oct 2019 - 26 Jan 2020

2020

Museum Prinsenhof
William of Orange
Oct 2018 - Mar 2019

2019

Leidse Rembrandt route
Young Rembrandt studio
2018 - 2020

Nov

Dec

Middelburg Zeeuws Museum
The Dutch navy and the battles in the Golden Age
the whole of 2019
Jan
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2019

The National Maritime Museum
‘Dare to Discover’
the whole of 2019
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Friesland

Amsterdam

FRIES MUSEUM

MUSEUM HET
REMBRANDTHUIS

The Fries Museum presents Rembrandt and Saskia:
Love in the Dutch Golden Age as a prelude to
the theme year Rembrandt and the Golden Age
(24.11.18 – 17.03.19).
In 1634 Rembrandt van Rijn married Saskia Uylenburgh in the Frisian village of St. Annaparochie. She
was the daughter of a Frisian judge, he a successful
painter. After the wedding the couple moved to
Amsterdam, where Rembrandt had his studio. Saskia
was his muse, and posed frequently for him.
The couple had four children. Sadly, the first
three died in the cradle, but their son Titus lived to
adulthood. Yet the family’s happiness was short lived:
eight months after Titus’ birth, Saskia passed away in
Amsterdam at the age of 29.
One of the highlights of the exhibition is the portrait
of Saskia that Rembrandt completed after her death.
The painter always kept Saskia in Profile in Rich Costume in his own possession. But financial difficulties
forced him to sell his personal masterpiece to his
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collector friend Jan Six in 1652. Around 1750 it was
bought by the landgrave of Hessen-Kassel. Since
then the painting has never been back. This is the
first time in more than 250 years that the portrait
can be seen in the Netherlands.
In the exhibition you not only follow Rembrandt
and Saskia, you also see what love in 17th century
high society looked like. Paintings full of symbolism,
engraved wedding hearts, obscene poems and
precious gifts show how people in the Dutch Golden
Age viewed love, religion and children.

Museum Het Rembrandthuis will introduce you
to Rembrandt’s life and work with three exhibitions
in 2019, exploring famous and lesser known works
from the master’s hand. In the course of almost twenty years, this is where Rembrandt created his most
famous works, encountered the most interesting
people, and found and lost his great loves.
Rembrandt’s Social Network (01.02.19– 19.05.19)
maps Rembrandt’s social network with the aid of
several important people from his inner circle, such
as childhood friend Jan Lievens, the art collector Jan
Six, Rembrandt’s friend in need Abraham Francen,
peers like Roelant Roghman, and of course the
Uylenburghs, the family of his wife and his close
friends. What stands out is how informal his paintings, drawings and engravings are. Also on display
will be work from the master that is rarely or never
shown in Holland.

Inspired by Rembrandt (07.06.19 – 01.09.19) will
show the most remarkable examples from the
museum collection. Discover the exciting selection
of old and new, big and small, refined and rough
works. The exhibition will include works by the likes
of Rembrandt, Hercules Segers, Edgar Degas and
Pablo Picasso, as well as Horst Janssen, Willem den
Ouden, Charles Donker, and Glenn Brown.
Laboratory Rembrandt (21.09.19 – 16.02.20)
brings the world of material-technical research to
life. In recent years, scientists and conservator-restorers subjected countless works by Rembrandt to
new, innovative research methods. Surprising and
pioneering insights were obtained in the process.
Visitors will be able to experience the research
methods and techniques in the house in which the
works were created. Furthermore, the museum will
organize several events throughout the year that focuses on Rembrandt, including lectures, gallery talks,
and extended opening hours during the evening.
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The Hague

Leiden

MAURITSHUIS

MUSEUM
DE LAKENHAL

In 2019, Mauritshuis will put its entire Rembrandt
van Rijn collection in display in a single marvellous
exhibition: Rembrandt and the Mauritshuis (31.01.19
– 15.09.19). The exhibition tells the story of how each
painting came to be a part of the museum collection.
Who discovered the painting? Was is bought or
donated? How was it examined? Why and how did
some paintings turn out not to be Rembrandts after
all? Visitors are invited to examine and compare.
Can you see the difference between ‘a Rembrandt’
and ‘not a Rembrandt’ with the naked eye? Eighteen
paintings equal 350 years of fascinating history.
The museum will also organize two other exhibitions
on the Golden Age.
Shifting Image: In Search of Johan Maurits
(04.04.19- 07.07.19) focuses on how Johan Maurits
van Nassau-Siegen (1604-1679), whose name the
museum bears, is perceived. This exhibition highlights different perspectives on Johan Maurits, from
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his reputation as the Governor of the Dutch colony
of Brazil in the 17th century to contemporary views
on his life and work. The Mauritshuis invites visitors
to form and share their opinion during this exhibition.
Nicolaes Maes (17.10.19-19.01.20) In 2019, Year of
Rembrandt, the Mauritshuis will devote attention to
Nicolaes Maes, one of Rembrandt’s most talented
students. Maes started his career painting biblical
stories, works that clearly reflect the influence of his
master. In the following years, he painted intimate
family tableaux, generally focusing on women
engaged in household tasks. After the 1660s, Maes
developed an elegant portraiture style that was
much loved by his customers in Dordrecht and
Amsterdam. It is the first big international exhibition
on this artist with over 30 paintings, which shed light
on all aspects of Maes’ varied oeuvre.

When Museum De Lakenhal reopens at the end of
spring in 2019, its permanent collection will emphasize Rembrandt & The Golden Age.
With Young Rembrandt 1624-1634 (03.11.19 –
09.02.20) , the museum concludes the commemorative year with a big, exclusive presentation of
Rembrandt’s earliest work, focusing on the first ten
years of his productive years as an artist. A unique
collection of early works from the master’s hand
will be brought together in Leiden, the city where
he took the first vital steps in his career. This will be
the first comprehensive presentation of its kind on
Rembrandt’s earliest work. The exhibition’s unique
nature translates to an extraordinary selection
of works on loan from collections in Holland and
abroad, offering new insights into the social, cultural
and artistic context in which Rembrandt started as
a painter. Visitors are invited to look over the young
painter’s shoulder, as it were, witnessing how his
talent flourishes. Works painted by the world-famous

master in Leiden will return to the city in which he
was born after nearly 400 years. The exhibition
will boast some 40 paintings, 120 etchings, and 20
drawings, as well as works by his contemporaries
Jan Lievens, Pieter Lastman, and master Jacob van
Swanenburg and more.
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Amsterdam

Amsterdam

AMSTERDAM CITY
ARCHIVES

JEWISH HISTORICAL
QUARTER

Rembrandt Privé
7 December 2018 until 7 April 2019

Rembrandt’s Masterpiece from the Israel Museum
13 Sep - 10 Nov

The exhibit Rembrandt Privé tells the personal
story of the greatest painter in Dutch history. The
artist spent most of his lifetime in Amsterdam, and
in addition to a large number of works of art he also
left many tracks in the archives. A large number of
these documents about his daily life, work, clients,
wives, children and financial problems are stored at
the Amsterdam City Archives Thanks to the original
17th century documents, the exhibit brings both
known and unknown stories about Rembrandt to
light.

In 2019 the national celebration of Rembrandt and
the Dutch Golden Age will take place with special
activities and exhibitions throughout the Netherlands. The Jewish Cultural Quarter in Amsterdam
will be part of this program with a unique exhibition
focusing on Rembrandt’s masterpiece St. Peter in
Prison (St. Peter Kneeling), oil on panel, 1631 from
the collection of the Israel Museum. This work, gift
of Judy and Michael Steinhardt to the American
Friends of the Israel Museum, exemplifies Rembrandt’s genius at portraying states of mind and
spiritual qualities through the language of light and
shadow. Until the 1980s the painting was part of a
collection of the Merode family from Belgium.

AMSTERDAM MUSEUM
Portait Gallery of the Golden Age
Thirty colossal, 17th century group portraits from
the Amsterdam Museum and the Rijksmuseum
collections have been brought together for the first
time ever in the Hermitage Amsterdam where they
have been on display since 2014.

THE RIJKSMUSEUM
The Rijksmuseum will open its year-long celebration
of Rembrandt in 2019 with All the Rembrandts,
which runs from 15 February to 10 June. This will
be the first time in its history that the Rijksmuseum
showcases its entire collection of the artist’s paintings, drawings and finest etching prints – in an exhibition that offers an unprecedented, once-in-a-lifetime
perspective on Rembrandt the artist, the human, the
storyteller, the innovator.
In July 2019, the Rijksmuseum will embark on the
most detailed ever study of Rembrandt’s The Night
Watch, and the visiting public will be able to watch it
taking place in the Gallery of Honour. Using the latest and most advanced technology, this research will
form the basis for determining how best to preserve
Rembrandt’s masterpiece for future generations.
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This summer, the Rijksmuseum will hold an exhibition of art by people who have been inspired by
Rembrandt. In Long live Rembrandt (15 July to 15
September 2019) hundreds of artists – amateurs
and professionals, young and old – will prove that the
spirit of Rembrandt is very much alive.

THE NATIONAL MARITIME
MUSEUM
‘Dare to Discover’
A Virtual Reality Experience
The whole of 2019
On board the 18th century East Indiaman replica
“Amsterdam”, Dare to Discover, a VR experience
transports visitors back to the 17th century Dutch
Golden Age when Amsterdam was the world’s largest port and the Netherlands was a world power.

PORTUGUESE
SYNAGOGUE
In the centre of the Jewish Cultural Quarter stands
the magnificent Portuguese Synagogue. Visit the
synagogue and travel back in time to the days of
Amsterdam’s Golden Age. The synagogue is the
only building in Amsterdam that does not differ
in any way these days compared to the Golden
Age. Nothing has changed since its consecration
in 1675 - there is no electricity and central heating.
The Portuguese Synagogue is still used as a house
of worship, but it is also open to the public, and
concerts are held regularly. The beautifully authentic
interior is guaranteed to amaze, and you will relish
seeing with your own eyes the most exceptional
collections of Jewish heritage.

In autumn, the Rijksmuseum will present the work
of the great masters of 17th-century Spain and the
Netherlands in Rembrandt – Velázquez, from 11
October to 19 January 2020. A unique collaboration between Madrid’s Museo del Prado and the
Rijksmuseum has made it possible to bring together
for the first time paintings by Velázquez, Rembrandt,
Murillo, Vermeer, Zurbarán, Hals and Ribera. The
Spanish and Dutch masterpieces will be hung in
pairs, initiating a dialogue that focuses on beauty,
emotion, religion and realism.
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Dordrecht

ZEEUWS
MUSEUM

DORDRECHTS
MUSEUM

Delft

The Hague

MUSEUM
PRINSENHOF

HISTORICAL MUSEUM
OF THE HAGUE

Johannes Vermeer, View of Delft, c. 1660 - 1661, Mauritshuis, The Hague

Middelburg

The Dutch navy and the battles in the Golden Age
1 January - 31 December 2019

Work, pray and admire
11 November 2018 until 26 May 2019

In 2019 there is an exhibition in the middle age
abbey with Flemish tapestries and maritime paintings
by Dutch masters telling the stories of the big sea
battles in the 16th and 17th century. The huge tapestries series, woven from luxury materials such as silk
and wool, are unique in the world.

Calvinism in the Golden Age, with paintings of
Ferdinand Bol and Rembrandt
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William of Orange
October 2018 until March 2019
Museum Prinsenhof Delft
Pieter de Hooch in Delft
From the shadow of Vermeer
October 11th 2019 – February 16th 2020
Museum Prinsenhof Delft is organizing the first retrospective ever devoted to the work of the famous
Delft master Pieter de Hooch in the Netherlands.
The museum will bring back his Delft masterpieces
to the city where they were created after an absence
of almost four centuries, bringing together loans
from major collections from all over the world.

Gloss, glory and misery, Golden Age in The Hague
28 April through 8 September 2019
In the Golden Age of the Netherlands, The Hague
was the national centre of power and politics.
Moreover, The Hague was home to the House
of Orange, who enjoyed a dominant position as
Stadtholders. Around the Binnenhof, the world’s oldest surviving centre of government, palatial mansions
were built to house diplomats and the wealthy elite.
Their presence stimulated the production of luxury
goods and ambitious architectural projects. But
what was the situation with regard to poverty, child
mortality, trade in products from the colonies, and
slavery? In the exhibition Gloss, glory and misery, the
Golden Age in The Hague, the Historical Museum
of The Hague takes a closer look at society during
this period and explores the difference between the
image we have of this time, and everyday reality.
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Haarlem

Hoorn / Enkhuizen

YOUNG
REMBRANDT
STUDIO

FRANS HALS
MUSEUM

WESTFRIES
MUSEUM HOORN

Jan van Goyen, Gezicht op Leiden uit het Noord Oosten, detail, 1650. Collectie Museum De Lakenhal

Leiden

Leidse Rembrandt route
2019
Visit this unique stop on the Leidse Rembrandt route
and take a peek inside the life of the young Rembrandt. During a beautiful 7 minute ‘video mapping’
you will get to know/get acquainted with the young
Rembrandt and the most important/key figures in
his life. What was the unique talent Rembrandt had?
What materials did he use, and how? Look back
at the first 25 years of the life of the most famous
master painter from the Golden Age: Rembrandt.
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Frans Hals and the Moderns
12 October 2018 until 10 February 2019

Cool waters
26th October 2019 – 26th January 2020

Think of the Golden Age and you think of Haarlem,
the two are inextricably linked. After all, Haarlem is
where the foundations were laid for radical changes
in painting. This is clearly reflected in the collection
of the Frans Hals museum, which encompasses the
entire spectrum of 16th and 17th century painting.

The Netherlands is located in the lowest-lying delta
in the world. The broad rivers, its location by the
sea and 18,000 km of dikes that have to control
the water determine the Dutch landscape. Water is
both friend and foe. The Dutch earn their living from
it, have fought wars over it, but also have to protect
themselves against it. Painters have captured the
water in many ways over the centuries. A striking
selection of forty paintings from the Rijksmuseum’s
collection, with water as both friend and foe in the
leading role.
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